CUPRULES &
@Y’
%
MUNSTER”
FOOTBALL
ASSOCHATION
@%
SEASON 2019-2020
C}BQ

$¢Y“'



Munster Football Association Cup Rules effective from 1% August 2019. Page 1 of 6

MUNSTER FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
GENERAL CUP RULES

1. The trophies shall be competed annually by eleven members of each competing team who are dul

rule, an unused substitute is deemed not to be cup tied.
NOTE: The onus is on a club to ensure their players are registered with their Le
accordance with rules.

1(a)  Teams playing in Saturday leagues may play their games on Saturday’s wher%)ured with a home draw
up to and including the ¥ final ties.

2. Teams wishing to compete in these competitions must complete the{offictal competition entry form which
shall include the team Hon. Secs., name, postal address, e-mail addresic*oye ., Club colours and League
affiliated to. The entry form must be accompanied by the entrance fee h must be paid before the specified
closing date for entries as decided by council. \

3. A team may at its discretion use five from seven naméd $upStitute players at any time in a cup match

except to replace a player who has been suspended from amé€ by the referee. A substitution can only be made
when play is stopped for any reason and the referee hg permission. Only five substitutions by each side will
be permitted in any match and the name of the subst

off. %
4, If the council has any doubt as to t lification of any player taking part in the competition, it shall call
0

upon the team to which he belongs, oo h he has played to prove to their satisfaction that he is properly

qualified and failing such proof, the ¢ H shall have the power to deal with the club and player in accordance

with FAI rules on ineligibility. K)
5. Players in each co ing*€am must wear the registered colours of the club for which they are playing
except when opposing tear’&{similar colours, in which case the visiting team shall have choice. A goalkeeper
must wear a shirt or v%r of different colour, provided that said shirt or sweater is of a colour distinctive from
that of his opponepts.\Refgrees shall have power to instruct a player to change his shirt or sweater if they consider
the colours not guit&digtinctive from that of his opponents. Referees shall have the power to deal with any player
refusing to co@/ith their instruction in this respect. For the Final of competitions both finalists may be

a set of playing kit by the MFA which must be worn in the game. In the event of a clash of

supplied with
colour, f%ﬁh teams, the club in whose area the game is being played must change. The Committee will
ha Qﬁ al say in relation to any advertising logos or emblems that might appear on the strip.

The names of the teams entered for the competition shall be placed in one lot or lots as the council may
dewide and shall be drawn and played in couples. The first team drawn in each couple to be considered the home
team, but the council shall have the right to decide the venue on which the tie is to be played.

7. The council shall have the power to exempt any number of teams from any number of rounds and byes
may be given so that four teams shall compete in the semi-finals.

8. When a game is not played at the 1* attempt at a venue because of ground or weather conditions, the
game will be reversed to the away venue. This will also apply if a game is commenced but not concluded because
of ground or weather conditions. This rule is not applicable to finals. A club may transfer their fixture to another
suitable ground if their own ground is unplayable provided the visiting team does not have to travel no more than
an extra 16 kilometres (10 miles) to the nominated ground.
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9. In the event of one of the competing teams lodging a protest that the ground of their opponent is not fit to
be played upon, a committee of inspection shall be appointed by the council to investigate and decide the
guestion, all expenses to be paid by the club decided against. This protest must be lodged with the Hon.Secretary
of the association four days prior to the date of the match accompanied by a fee of €250. The decision of the
officially appointed referee as to the fitness of the ground on the day of the match will be final.

10.  The council through the Leagues shall arrange all fixtures and appoint the referees up to and including t
Y4 finals. The council in conjunction with the Senior referee’s assessor shall have the right to appoint the refe
and assistant referees in the semi-finals and final.

10a  The council shall have the right to select the venue for the semi-finals and finals of all co@s.
d

11. The cup committee shall have the power to re-arrange any matches and to appoint re% assistant

referees in case of any emergency.

12. In the case of the appointed referee not attending the match and the two teg
ground, such referee shall be considered as official for the match provided he/,
FAL.

eeing to one on the
i§ g registered referee with

13. Any team refusing or failing to play the team against which it bgmawn on the date fixed by the
council and without sufficient reasons for so doing shall be adjudged ve lost the match and otherwise dealt

with as the council may determine. Q

14, No team shall have power to break or postpone a fixt% any team that does so may be adjudged to
have given a walk-over. In the event of the two teams eing fo postpone a match without covering authority,
the council shall have power to fine and / or expel ha %ﬂhe competition. Once a date and time for a fixture
has been arranged, neither can be changed withg eement of both teams or at the discretion of the MFA
Council. Any club adjudged to have given a ~Shall be removed from the competition and may be fined
up to a maximum of €500.

15. The secretary or other responsidle pefsdn of contesting teams shall before the match, fill in on the card
supplied by the referee, the surnanges an8yplll Christian names of his team plus the substitutes. The number of
wthe number his name is beside on the referee’s card.

the players Jersey must corre%

16. When it can be pr thatthe partisans of the team which have choice of ground, systematically interfere
with the play of opposigg teagns by using improper language or inciting the home team to use violence to their
opponents, on the tion of the team which is to play against the said team, the association shall have power
to order the matgh toNgeYplayed on another ground, neutral if possible.

17. The c@?l shall have power to deal with any club or member of any club whose conduct may be deemed

objectionigle in any matches played.
18, %E ests must be received by the Hon.Secretary of the association per registered letter bearing postmarks
witth r days (Saturday’s, Sunday’s and Bank Holiday's excluded) after the match accompanied by the correct

aid down by the MFA which shall be forfeited in all cases where the protest has not been sustained. An
exact copy of the protest must be sent to the Hon.Secretary of the club protested against per registered letter at the
same time as that to the Hon.Secretary of the Association. The onus of proof shall rest with the protesting team.

18a.  All protests must be lodged in accordance with Rule 22 of the General rules of the Munster Football
Association.

18b.  Outside of Protest times the MFA may investigate an allegation surrounding the eligibility of a player, if
the allegation is lodged in writing by the secretary of a club or League, or if raised by a member of the Council of
the MFA.
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19. Teams playing ineligible players will be fined for each offence and dealt with in accordance with FAI
rules on ineligibility.

20. Teams changing their Hon.Secretary, or registered colours, or Hon. Secretaries changing their postal or e-
mail addresses are required to advise the Hon.Secretary of the Association of the alteration at once.

21. In all matches with the exception of the semi-finals and final the home team shall be entitled to keep a
gate receipts after payment of the match officials fee and expenses.

22. In the final tie of the Senior, Junior and Youth competitions the receipts after the payment of a
including medals and travelling expenses shall be divided in the proportion of 40% to the associatidg

each of the competing teams.
23. In the open round stages of the Junior and Youth Cups all matches must be played @;osed ground
a

where dressing facilities and showers are available at the ground. If the home team canno n enclosed
ground the match shall switch to the away side’s enclosed ground.

An enclosed ground is defined as a ground where access can only be gain %
where spectators are separated from the playing area by ropes and / or railings. C
final arbiter on whether a ground is or is not an enclosed ground.

gh official entrances and
tive committee shall be

24, Referees appointed to act in this competition are entitled to f as:iléfded by the FAL.

25a A caution (yellow card) is a warning from the referee to a &gv ring a match to sanction offences as
identified by Law 12 of the Laws of the Game. Cautions shall i fines. One point shall be recorded against
the player. Fines may be applied on an accumulative basis. n in any game will be reported to the League
concerned by the MFA and a record must be kept by thatl eagyé. No caution may be appealed. Clubs shall be
fined when at least five (5) players are cautioned or s%w the field of play during one match or at least three
(3) players are sent off during a game. The Club fi ' ddition to any action taken against the player.

25b  Any player sent off in a match in these @etitions automatically incurs a one match suspension from the
subsequent match of the same competitiog”Hf it is’hot possible to impose the automatic one match suspension in
the current season, the automatic one padtch sugpension shall be served in the next domestic competitive match.
A player sent from the field of play sﬁ%ﬁve an automatic suspension at the same level of club football. (i.e. a
player sent from the field of pla nﬁ%l‘s) am fixture may not serve an automatic suspension in a reserve team
fixture and vice-verse) Follo%c pt of the referee’s report the disciplinary committee may at its discretion
extend the duration of the sugpewgion and / or impose fines.

NOTE: Thereisno appé%dnst an automatic suspension except in the case of mistaken identity.

26a  Any player
Secretary of th
may be tried golel

'r%ﬁ in a match in these competitions may submit a written explanation to the Hon.
ssosiation within four (4) days of the sending off. If no explanation is received then the case
the referees report.

26b layer may seek to have a personal hearing of his case, by applying in writing to the Hon. Secretary of
0 n within four (4) days of his sending off.

th%‘
@ inimum disciplinary sanctions imposed by the MFA shall be in accordance with FAI rules.
27

Matches in these competitions can be played with the use of artificial lighting provided they are installed
as per FIFA directives for Leagues and clubs (class 2) as may be revised from time to time.

27b.  Matches in these competitions can be played on an artificial turf surface only where the surface has been
certified in accordance with the FIFA/IATS (International Artificial Turf Standard) or FAI standards appropriate
to the relevant competition. In the event of a match being played on an FAI approved Artificial Turf Surface the
home team shall make the away team aware of the possibility of same.

28. The council shall have power to alter these rules but in no case shall they do so until after the final
tie in any year has been played.
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SENIOR CUP RULES %
(These rules to apply in conjunction with the General Cup Rule%?ﬁ

1. The cup shall be called the “Munster Football Association Senior Challeng%o

2. The Board of Directors of MFA Football Ltd., shall be for all intent rposes the legal
owners of the Cup for the Association. Q

intermediate clubs. National League clubs when competing in thi petition out of season must submit
in writing to the MFA (e-mail accepted) a list of players tha hﬁ% d to select from for their game(s)
in the competition. Players must be eligible to play With% isdiction of the FAI to be named on the

3. This competition shall be open to all affiliated National Leagu% Munster Senior League
inten

list. The players named must not be registered with any othér,cTub and should not have played in the
current season’s competition with another club. Pla are Only eligible to play if there is at least one
calender day between date of receipt of panel of y the MFA and the day of the match.

3(a) No club may field more than one tea@t IS competition.

4. The duration of each match s 0 minutes. The match must be started at the time appointed
by the council, but no protest will be d for early or late starting unless the council is satisfied that the

result of the match was affecte w. The referee shall have power to allow extra time for stoppages,
his decision thereon to be finél. n a game finishes level after 90 minutes, 10 minutes each way extra
en=of a drawn match being still undecided on goals after extra time, the

time is to be played. Int
match will be decided by eagh side taking five penalties. If still undecided, each team shall take penalties
It is reached.

alternatively untlé
5. The Clabs whi€h are in each instance first drawn in the ballot shall have choice of ground up to and
including the s&gi-finals provided the ground is deemed suitable by the Council.

$¢Y’
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JUNIOR CUP RULES

(These rules to apply in conjunction with the General Cup Rules.)

1. The cup shall be called the “Munster Football Association Junior Challenge Cup” and is the
property of the Association.

Munster and any such teams at the discretion of council. Players who play in the FAI Senior Cup
Intermediate Cup or other competitions of a similar status after the 31° August shall not be eligi

take part in this competition subject to rule 2c below. A Junior player may take part in not thlan a
total of five Intermediate or National League grade matches or a combination of matchegs i e grades
during the current season without losing his Junior status subject to rule 2(e). For th of this rule

National League matches shall include games in the National League and League r the purpose of
this rule also, a player who plays in National League underage competitions, sirall notte adjudged to have
lost his Junior status by playing more than 5 games at these levels and is elig® % play in this
competition. %

2. (b) For the purpose of these rules the National League season shalf»he year in which the Junior
season starts.

2.© A Junior player assisting a Junior club in the FAI S \yp shall not be adjudged to have lost
his Junior status by playing in that competition. e@

2.(d) No player on professional forms is eligible (P aymhe Junior Cup. Any professional player may
apply to be reinstated as an Amateur player provieeg 8t Ieast 30 days has elapsed since his last match as a
Professional. Applications for reinstatement % orwarded in writing to the FAI Domestic Football
Department for consideration by the FAI DO%ic committee.

es at National League or Intermediate level in the current
notice of this re-grading must be forwarded to the MFA
e concerned. No team may play more than 4 players re-graded in
up game. All applications for re-grading must be made prior to the
I rules.

31* January in accordang%'
3. The trophy s%e mpeted annually by eleven members of each competing team who are duly

Secretary by registered post by
the current season in any oneguri

qualified accordingto¥Qe rules of the association. While the players in each team may be changed, no
individual sha r more than one team in the competition during any one season, and he must be a
registered playing member of the club for which he proposed to compete.

4. Iygwration of each match shall be 90 minutes. The match must be started at the time appointed
by t cil, but no protest will be upheld for early or late starting unless the council is satisfied that the
reslt 8f the match was affected thereby. The referee shall have power to allow extra time for stoppages,
| ision thereon to be final. When a game finishes level after 90 minutes, 10 minutes each way extra

time is to be played. In the event of a drawn match being still undecided on goals after extra time, the
match will be decided by each side taking five penalties. If still undecided, each team shall take penalties
alternatively until a result is reached.

5. In the semi-final ties the net gate receipts, after payment of all expenses shall be divided in the
proportion of one-third to the association and the remaining between the two competing teams.

6. The Clubs which are in each instance first drawn in the ballot shall have choice of ground up to and
including the quarter-finals provided the ground is deemed suitable by the Council.
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YOUTH CUP RULES Q:-:
(These rules to apply in conjunction with the General Cup Rules.)
1. The cup shall be called the “Munster Football Association Youths Challenge Cup”
2. The competition shall be open to all Youth and Under 17 teams that are me @ ffiliated
Leagues to the MFA. %

3. No individual shall be allowed to play for more than one competing muring the competition,
but the members of any team may be changed during the series of match

4. (@) All players must be under the age of 18 years on the tJ}Mry of the year the season
finishes and must be registered by the team with the League in they participate. Any team
participating in this competition shall have the right to secur, %,q est a photograph of the opposing
team and the signatures of any player participating in the ailure to comply with this request will
render the team liable to disciplinary action by the council possible removal from the competition.

(b) Any player who is/was registered t 4 the National League Premier Division, National
League First Division, National League Und mpetitions, at any stage after 31% August during the
season of this competition is not eligible to ’p%:ipate in this competition.

5. In relation to rule 18 of Gene&&p Rules the postmark is to be taken as evidence of time of
posting. Certificate of Birth, re d by protesting team if the protest is proved under age, must be paid
for by the protesting team. Aqer f 48 hours after receipt of protest shall be afforded to the team
protested against to Iodgg@' r protest. The onus of proof shall rest with the protesting team.

6. The duratio ach’match shall be 90 minutes. The match must be started at the time appointed
by the council, bt ns,pvotest will be upheld for early or late starting unless the council is satisfied that the
result of the s affected thereby. Council shall have the power to fine any team or teams
responsible fm starting. The referee shall have power to allow extra time for stoppages, his decision
thereon teQe final. When a game finishes level after 90 minutes, 10 minutes each way extra time is to be

. I‘%event of a drawn match and being undecided on goals after extra time, the match will be
by each side taking five penalties. If still undecided, each team shall take penalties alternatively
esult is reached.

7. In the semi-final ties the net gate receipts, after payment of all expenses, shall be divided in the
proportion of one-third to the association and the remaining two-thirds between the two competing teams.

8. The Clubs which are in each instance first drawn in the ballot shall have choice of ground up to and
including the quarter-finals provided the ground is deemed suitable by the Council.



